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Prior to World War I, the South as a whole harbored most of the 
nation's black population. A significant majority of the South's black 
population at that time was rural in origin. Hamilton states that just 
before World War I, nine out of every ten Negroes lived in the southern 
part of the United States and eight out of every ten southern Negroes 
lived in rural areas.^ 
Since World War I there has been a dramatic shift of blacks to 
other parts of the country. High out-migration among blacks within the 
rural South is causing a decline within the population of rural southern 
blacks and the South at large. Consequently, the loss of southern 
blacks poses a problem which is worthy of empirical investigation. For 
specific purposes of this thesis, ninety-seven counties having high 
rates of black net out-migration are selected from eight Southeastern 
states for investigation. These states are: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia. 
Statement of the Problem 
The problem investigated in this thesis is addressed to the fol¬ 
lowing question. What effects do high rates of out-migration have on 
such socioeconomic factors as poverty status, dependency status, labor 
force status and the sex ratio of ninety-seven Southern black belt 
- 
Horace C. Hamilton, "Negro Leaves the South," Demography 1 (1964): 
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counties? On the basis of this problem, four hypotheses are formulated. 
The main objective of this thesis is to investigate the four hypotheses 
in order to ascertain the effects that high rates of out-migration have 
on the remaining black population within these ninety-seven black belt 
counties. The first hypothesis is examined to ascertain the relation¬ 
ship of high dependency ratios to migration and it also examines the 
effect that dependency is having on the ninety-seven Southern black belt 
counties. The second hypothesis is examined to compare the sex ratio of 
these ninety-seven Southern black belt counties to that of the United 
States and other Southern regions. The third hypothesis is used in 
examining the possible relationships existing between dependency and low 
labor force participation. Also, this hypothesis compares the rates of 
labor force participation of ninety-seven Southern black belt counties 
to that of the United States and other Southern regions. The final 
hypothesis is examined to ascertain poverty status and the prevalence of 
poverty existing within the ninety-seven Southern black belt counties. 
Organization of Thesis 
Chapter II consists of a review of literature. This chapter con¬ 
sist of reviews of contemporary books and journal articles which serves 
as an informative base and shows studies performed by other researchers 
in the area of out-migration in Southern states. Furthermore, Chapter 
II serves as a background for the remaining chapters of this thesis and 
serves in the formulation of the four hypotheses. Chapter III provides 
the conceptual framework and methodology employed in this thesis. The 
four major hypotheses are specifically spelled out in this chapter 
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dealing with poverty, labor force participation, sex ratios and depend¬ 
ency. Furthermore, this chapter describes the methodological tools and 
data sources utilized in testing the hypotheses and definitions of 
various concepts. Chapter IV is concerned with the actual testing of 
the four hypotheses whereby 1970 census data are analyzed in determining 
the confirmations and possible rejections of the four hypotheses. 
Chapter V submits a summary indicating the findings and conclusions of 
this research. Also, an appendix is located at the close of this thesis 
which shows the number of in-migrants and the number of net out-migrants 
for the non-white population of each of the ninety-seven Southern black 
belt counties of eight Southern states. 
CHAPTER II 
BACKGROUND AND REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
The sources included in this chapter consist of contemporary books 
and sociological journal articles which are relevant to the concept of 
high rates of out-migration. Thus, various other concepts are included 
and reviewed from the data sources ascertained from various books and 
journals concerning out-migration. Furthermore, this chapter serves as 
a background and informative base to the other foregoing chapters of 
this thesis. 
Population Growth of Southern Rural Blacks 
There has been a tremendous decline in the number of southern rural 
blacks since World War II. According to Glenn and Bojean, almost four 
out of five black Americans resided in Southern regions in 1940; now 
nearly half of them live outside the South and mainly in large cities.*- 
Undoubtedly, the major reason for the lost of the southern black popula¬ 
tion is high rates of out-migration. 
Out-Migration and The Rural South 
Paralleling overall losses, the rural South is experiencing even 
greater declines in its black population. Rupert Vance, prior to World 
War II, in his classic work All These People, attests to the fact that 
there is a decline of the black rural southern population due to net 
- 
Norval Glenn and Charles Bojean, Blacks in the United States 
(Austin: Chandler Publishing Company, 1968), p. 45. 
4 
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out-migration particularly in Southern states as indicated below. 
By net migration, the region of the Southeast lost 868 and 
424,924 of their colored population. The Southeast lost 
5 .4 percent of its Negores by migration ranging from South 
Carolina's loss of 11.7 percent to Louisiana's loss of 1.4 
percent. Georgia lost over 100,700, South Carolina over 
92,500, Alabama over 75,000, Mississippi over 71,600 and 
North Carolina 67,800.* 
Therefore, the rural Southeastern states are experiencing phenom¬ 
enal losses of their black population as indicated above. Jones and Lee 
cited similar findings to Vance in that they concluded that eight South¬ 
eastern states, largely consisting of Southern rural counties, are 
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heavily suffering from a decrease in the black population. These 
states included North Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, 
Virginia, and Arkansas. 
In light of these facts, two major questions which are to be an¬ 
swered are as follows: What are causes of high rates of out-migration? 
What are the effects of high rates of out-migration? Possible answers 
to these questions are presented and reviewed in the foregoing discus¬ 
sions on age-sex structure, labor force and poverty. 
Out-Migration and Age-Sex Structure 
A popular notion holds that a major effect of high rates of out¬ 
migration is its selectivity of the black youth population at the ages 
1 
Rupert Vance, All These People (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 1946), p. 240. 
2 
Louis Jones and Everett Lee, Rural Blacks: A Vanishing Population 
(Atlanta: Atlanta University Phylon Office, 1974), p. 6. 
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18 years and over or youths around the high school senior level. Hamil¬ 
ton supports this notion as indicated below concerning migration of black 
youths. 
The highest rates of migration are found among young people 
from 18 to 25 years of age. There has been a tendency for 
the elderly to migrate back to the South but more so among 
whites than Negroes.^ 
In addition, Rosset states that under the impact of migration, the 
strongest age group being the young are depleted in rural areas while 
2 
cities benefit from them most. Thus, this vividly illustrates that the 
black youth population tends to migrate more than the black elderly 
which parallels to Hamilton's findings reported earlier. 
In contrast to the 18 to 25 youth population, the very young blacks 
and the elderly blacks do the least amount of migrating. In fact, 
Tucker states that the selective effects of migration of the young 
resulted in the population left behind composing the very young and the 
3 
very old. Furthermore, research by Rosset shows that in general, 
cities possess young age structures in contrast to the rural areas 
thereby resulting in population shifts which causes rural areas to age 
and cities to rejuvinate.^ 
Hamilton, "Negro Leaves the South," p. 14. 
2 
Edward Rosset, Aging Process of Population (New York: The Mac- 
millian Company, 1964), p. 156. 
3 
Charles Jackson Tucker, "Changes in Age Composition of the Rural 
Black Population of the South," Phylon 35 (1974): 268. 
4 
Rosset, Aging Process, p. 137. 
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With regard to sex composition of southern rural blacks, Tucker and 
Lee elaborated on the phenomenon that black women in the prime of the 
childbearing years tend to migrate more frequently in contrast to other 
black women.^ On the other hand, black rural southern males who are 
mainly farmers constitute the bulk of the black population moving from 
Southern areas. In fact, according to Glenn and Bojean, the proportion 
2 
of black males on farms dropped sharply between ages 25 to 34. 
Therefore, it is apparent that high rates of out-migration are not 
only selective of the young blacks but productive youths as well. This 
phenomenon sheds some insight as to the possible degree of dependency in 
the rural South. Consequently, out-migration of the young productive 
age and sex population of the South has caused a high dependency ratio 
to exist in the South. Johnson found that a high proportion of black 
children on rural farms are children of deceased parents. These children 
3 
are no doubt dependent on relatives or grandparents. This phenomenon 
inevitably leads to high dependency. Furthermore, Boskoff states that 
migrants tend to be both in the productive age categories and are so- 
cially and personally prepared for readjustment to new settings. This 
_ 
Charles J. Tucker and Everett Lee, The Distribution of Southern 
Black Population (Atlanta: Southern Region Council, Inc., 1974), p. 13. 
2 
Glenn and Bojean, Blacks in the United States, p. 24. 
3 
Charles Johnson, Growing Up in the Black Belt (New York: Schocken 
Books Inc., 1967), p. 127. 
4 
Alvin Boskoff, "Process Orientation in Sociological Theory and 
Research," Social Forces 9 (June, 1971): 64. 
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loss of productive age blacks ultimately materializes into high depend¬ 
ency. Thus, it is inferred that high dependency is directly related to 
loss of the productive black age and sex population of the rural South. 
Out-Migration and Labor Force 
Invariably, out-migration is not only selective of young blacks but 
of young educated blacks seeking job opportunities as well. Unskilled 
and uneducated blacks are generally the ones left behind in rural Southern 
areas. In fact, according to Johnson, lower class Negroes having little 
or no education, are tenants,, share croppers, and laborers on farms and 
are the unskilled laborers and domestic servants in rural Southern 
1 
towns. 
Furthermore, farm mechanization and an agricultural technological 
revolution have caused a decline of blacks in the rural South's labor 
force. Rhee elaborates that because of the problem of blacks obtaining 
employment is diminishing in southern manufactoring industries and pro¬ 
fessions, redistribution of the black rural farm population has 
2 
darkened the future for blacks in southern agriculture. 
Undoubtedly, most of the rural southern black work force is largely 
dependent on farm labor in contrast to other Southern areas repleted 
with manufacturing and professional job opportunities. With this in 
mind, the disappearance of the black farmer ultimately leads to the 
Ï 
Johnson, Growing Up. p. 13. 
2 
Jong Mo Rhee, '*rhe Redistribution of the Black Work Force in the 
South by Industry," Phylon 35 (September, 1974): 34. 
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decrease of the black population in rural farm areas as indicated by Wadley 
and Lee. 
On the average, black farms are small and concentrated in 
areas where cotton and tobacco are old and there is a 
marked exodus of young farmers. Farming in the United 
States will soon be an occupation regulated to whites. 
Prospects for revival of blacks farming are very slight. 
Therefore, with the loss of the black rural farmer occurring, the 
labor force on these farms is at a decline at the hands of out-migration, 
thereby causing a decrease of the entire rural black population. 
Out-Migration and Poverty 
In recent decades southern rural farms and the entire system of 
southern agriculture have and still are becoming greatly mechanized as 
mentioned earlier. Farm mechanization is literally ousting rural black 
laborers from jobs that provides their level of subsistence, thereby 
creating a population of blacks that are being driven to degredation and 
poverty. Lansing and Mueller's study suggest the above conclusions as 
indicated below for the United States. 
The geographic mobility of labor is one of the basic 
processes of adjustment in the economy of the United 
States. As new developments occur in technology, demand 
and transportation changes take place in the location of 
productivity activity, failure of human resource to 
adjust to these changes leads to inefficiency, poverty, 
and dependency.2 
Even though these findings are true for the United States, they are 
1 
Janet Wadley and Everett Lee, "The Disappearance of the Black 
Farmer," Phylon 35 (September, 1974): 284. 
2 
John Lansing and Eva Mueller, The Geographic Mobility of Labor 
(Ann Arbor: Survey Research Center Publication, 1967), p. 3. 
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even more implicit for the rural South which has undergone every situation 
indicated earlier. 
Meanwhile, Johnson initiated a study to determine the socioeconomic 
status of rural southern Negroes. His findings are shown below. 
On the basis of occupation, income, education, family 
organization, relationship to poverty, and general commu¬ 
nity recognition of standing, the estimated percentages 
of Negroes belonging to different recognizable social 
divisions of southern rural population are as follows: 
upper class 6 percent, middle class 12 percent and lower 
class 82 percent.^- 
On the basis of Johnson's study, it is easily ascertained that the 
lower classes of blacks living in poverty inside the rural South is 
overwhelmingly higji. 
Also, poverty engulfs a wide range of indices for rural blacks as 
indicated below. 
Poverty in the rural South appears not merely in figures on 
income but underlines indices of living conditions, educa¬ 
tion, recreation, housing, religion and other forms of insti¬ 
tutional life. The influence of low economic status is evi¬ 
dent . ^ 
Furthermore, poverty makes the idea of migration attractive to 
those blacks living under impoverished conditions within the rural South. 
Therefore, the only escape from poverty for southern rural blacks who 
are able to migrate is to migrate. In fact, Johnson stated that escape 
into an imagined world of improved economic opportunities in the larger 
towns and cities appears to be the major alternative for rural 
1 
Johnson, Growing Up. p. 140. 
2 
Ibid., p. 288. 
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blacks. 
Out-Migration and Black Belt Counties 
According to Tucker and Lee, there are 1,105 counties in the eleven 
Southern states, of which only 102 have a population more than 50 percent 
2 
black. In short, these 102 counties constitute 10 percent of the 
southern black population. Tucker and Lee, further indicates that an 
additional 407 counties have populations less than 10 percent black which 
means that 11.1 percent of the South's black population lives in these 
3 
counties. 
However, there is evidence to show that heavily black areas are 
losing blacks. For example, Tucker and Lee show the following results 
concerning population lost of the black belt counties. 
Of 991 counties with more than 100 blacks, 70 percent - 
669 counties - lost blacks between 1960 and 1970. Not 
surprisingly, the states which showed the greatest losses 
also had many counties with heavy losses. 
Therefore, a clear redistribution of the black population in black belt 
Southern regions is cited. 
Destination of Rural Southern Blacks 
Where are these rural southern blacks migrating to? Hamilton pro¬ 
poses that the rural South's black population migrated mainly to 
Ï 
Ibid.. p. 175. 
2 
Tucker and Lee, The Distribution, p. 11. 
3 
Ibid.. p. 11. 
4 
Ibid., p. 11. 
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Northern and Western urban areas. However, according to Reid migration 
is directed not only to other regions in the United States but to 
Southern urban regions as well as indicated below. 
An overall urban growth of 22 percent for blacks in the 
Southern region was witnessed in the largest urban centers 
of the South along with places having an excess of 250,000 
inhabitants in 1960.2 
Therefore, Tucker is suggesting that southern blacks are increasingly 
concentrated in Southern metropolitan areas. 
A similar finding ascertained by Reid indicated that even though 
southern blacks have migrated to Northern and more recently Western 
3 
areas, recent movements are being directed to urban Southern centers. 
Meanwhile, Cahill states that the mainstream of black rural southern 
migrants continues to be very large to urban areas of the North but evi¬ 
dence shows that a trend of movement to metropolitan areas of the South 
4 
and West is growing. 
Therefore, according to the above discussions blacks of rural 
southern farms are currently moving more and more to Southern urban 
areas as well as to Northern and Western regions. 
Ï 
Hamilton, "Negro Leaves," p. 15. 
2 
John D. Reid, "Black Urbanization of the South," Phylon 35 (Sep¬ 
tember, 1974): 267. 
3 
Ibid., p. 259 
4 
Edward Cahill, 'Migration and the Decline of the Black Population 
in Rural and Metropolitan Areas," Phylon 35 (September, 1974): 284. 
13 
From the review of literature presented in this chapter, a conceptual 
framework and hypotheses are generated in Chapter III which are empir¬ 
ically examined in a subsequent chapter using 1970 census data. The 
review of literature suggest that all Southern areas are not equally 
losing their black population through out-migration and the remainder of 
this thesis is devoted to the examination of this inference. Empirical 
attention is to be devoted to Southern rural counties with high propor¬ 
tions of blacks and which have been traditionally agricultural and 
losing population to a higher degree than other population segments. 
CHAPTER III 
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK AND METHODOLOGY 
This chapter is designed to provide a conceptual framework for the 
socioeconomic analysis of rural Southern black belt counties with which 
this thesis is concerned. The framework itself is a product of the 
investigator's review of the literature as well as general knowledge 
pertaining to sociological and demographic theory. From the framework, 
four hypotheses are logically deduced and discussed and these hypotheses 
are examined in some detail in Chapter IV. Hypotheses testing centers 
on data drawn from the 1970 Census of Population. 
Conceptual Framework 
The South is experiencing a decline of its black population due to 
high out-migration to mainly Northern urban centers. However, because 
of increased urbanization of southern cities, blacks are migrating far 
more frequently to Southern metropolitan areas particularly in the cen¬ 
tral core cities. Meanwhile, rural Southern areas continue to lose 
blacks to cities and to other regions altogether. Above all other 
reasons, net out-migration appears to characterize the decline of the 
rural Southern black belt population. 
Although migration is a powerful force in redistributing the pop¬ 
ulation, theoretically it is extremely selective of many socioeconomic 
factors within the rural southern black belt population. For instance, 
Hamilton reports in the preceding chapter that migration is selective of 
14 
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the young black population between ages 18 and 25. Other socioeconomic 
factors of which migration is selective includes the better educated, 
the skilled and the professional segments of the rural population. 
Johnson's study indicates that uneducated and unskilled laborers are the 
least likely to migrate along with the very young and very old black 
2 
rural southern population. This suggests that theoretically the pop¬ 
ulation remaining behind consists disproportionately of the elderly, the 
very young, the less educated and the unskilled. In retrospect to the 
above factors, four theoretical implications concerning high out-migra¬ 
tion are cited. They entail poverty, dependency, labor force partici¬ 
pation and sex ratios. 
The first theoretical implication suggests that out-migration of 
rural blacks poses a socioeconomic problem by creating the existence of 
high dependency in the South at large, but most particularly possibly 
within rural southern black belt counties. The demographic redistri¬ 
bution of young productive rural blacks from rural Southern black belt 
areas may be responsible for allowing a non-productive very young and 
very old age structure of blacks to remain within rural Southern regions. 
Rosset supports the above statement by submitting that under the impact 
of migration, the young age groups are depleted in rural Southern areas 
3 
while cities benefit from them most. 
Ï 
Hamilton, "Negro Leaves," p. 14. 
2 
Johnson, Growing UP. p. 127. 
3 
Rosset, Aging Process, p. 137. 
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Consequently the major affect of demographic redistribution from 
rural Southern black belt regions to other areas is the creation of the 
problem of high dependency among those left behind. 
The second theoretical implication ascertained from Chapter II con¬ 
cerns the uneven balance of males and females. It appears that the sex 
ratio of the rural Southern black belt population theoretically consti¬ 
tutes a high proportion of black males. The socioeconomic problem 
appears to be that most of these blacks are leaving the farms due to 
technological and agrarian mechanization advancements thereby lowering 
the number of young rural southern black males and those particularly 
located on southern rural black belt farms. Glenn and Bojean report in 
the preceding chapter that the high proportion of black males on farms 
has dropped sharply by ages 25 to 34.^ 
Therefore, theoretically it appears that the lost of black belt 
rural southern black males, particularly those on rural southern farms, 
is causing a drastic decline of the sex ratio within the rural South, in 
contrast to any other areas throughout the United States. 
The third theoretical implication suggests that out-migration is 
creating the problem of lower labor force participation to exist in 
black belt Southern areas among blacks. A reflection on the discussion 
of sex ratio cites that the major portion of the young rural black pop¬ 
ulation that is productive constitutes farmers who are leaving the rural 
South. The disappearance of these farmers is inversely causing the 
problem of a decline in black labor force participation to exist within 
Ï 
Glenn and Bojean, Blacks in the United States, p. 24. 
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the rural Southern black belt regions. Wadley and Lee support the above 
statements in Chapter II by declaring that there is a mark exodus of 
young farmers which is causing a decline of the overall rural black pop¬ 
ulation of the rural South.* Theoretically, when the young farmers 
leave their farms by migrating from the rural South, only the very old 
and very young are left behind. Henceforth, theoretically the aged and 
very young are not capable of serving as productive fruitful members on 
the labor force to compensate for the lost of the productive young black 
population that leaves. Therefore, the end result of out-migration from 
black belt rural Southern areas inevitably leads to a decline of blacks 
in the labor force of the rural South. 
The fourth and final theoretical implication is that out-migration 
is a result and a cause of poverty in the rural South. This is evident 
in that the better educated, professional and skilled segments of the 
rural black population which theoretically constitute the economic 
productive sequent of the rural southern black belt population are 
moving to other regions. In addition, the productive segment of the 
black belt rural southern population that are farmers have abandoned the 
rural South. Theoretically because of increase mechanization in agri¬ 
culture on rural farms, the problem of poverty is worse than ever. In 
the preceding chapter Lansing and Muller reports that failure of human 
resource to adjust to developments made in technology and labor ul¬ 
timately leads to poverty and dependency.^ 
 Ï  
Wadley and Lee, "The Disappearance," p. 284. 
ansing and Muller, The Geographic Mobility, p. 3. 
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Therefore, as a means of personal escape from poverty, the only 
major alternative theoretically appears to be out-migration, which in¬ 
versely may perpetuate the existence of poverty in the area of migration 
origin. 
Hypotheses 
On the basis of the conceptual framework and the review of lit¬ 
erature presented in the preceding chapter, the remainder of this thesis 
is concerned with an empirical investigation of the following hypotheses 
suggested in the literature with respect to Southern black belt counties. 
(1) The dependency ratio of Southern black belt counties among 
both the aged and youth population is higher than ratios of 
the United States. South, urban South, and rural South. 
(2) Black belt counties 50 percent black and over have a higher 
sex ratio than the United States, South, urban South, and 
rural South■ 
(3) High dependency ratios within Southern black belt counties 
are related to lower rates of labor force participation among 
blacks 16 years of age and older. These ratios related to 
lower rates of labor force participation are lower within the 
United States, South, urban South, and rural South. 
(4) Poverty is more prevalent in Southern black belt counties 50 
percent black and over in contrast to the United States. South. 
urban South, and rural South. This phenomenon implicity is 
related to the preponderance of female headed family structures 
in these counties as well as higher proportions of blacks. 
19 
Definitions of Major Concepts 
Black belt counties with majorities of blacks are defined in this 
thesis as those Southern counties geographically located in the follow¬ 
ing states: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia. The counties found in these 
states are contrasted socioeconomically with the United State, the South, 
the urban South and the rural South. 
In addition, the four aforementioned hypotheses are tested with 
their concepts clearly defined in connection and relationship to high 
rates of out-migration throughout all Southern areas as described in the 
foregoing discussions. 
An appendix is alloted at the end of this study which consist of a 
roster of the eight states and their respective counties enumerating to 
ninety-seven. 
Dependency is demographically defined as the ratio of the population 
under 18 and the aged population 65 years and over to those 18 to 64 
years of age. 
The non-productive age category is defined as that portion of the 
population which is too young and too old to serve as fruitful members 
in a profession or occupation. The productive age category constitutes 
that portion of the population which serves in a fruitful capacity in a 
profession or occupation. Dependency is constitutively defined as the 
act of being dependent on the productive working age proportion of the 
population. 
Moreover, the notion of dependency ratio in measuring the first 
20 
hypothesis is used in determining the degree of dependency or ratio 
fluctuation trends between black belt counties 50 percent black and 
over, and the United States, South, urban South and rural South. 
The sex ratio is defined as the ratio of males to females. This 
measure is to be used in determining the black sex ratio of black belt 
counties 50 percent black and over, as well as the United States, South, 
urban South, and rural South. 
Civilian labor force constitutes that portion of the population 
that is employed or unemployed provided that they are seeking employment 
excluding the Armed Forces. This population consists of those persons 
16 years and over. 
Dependency ratios are computed with labor force data on blacks of 
the United States, South, urban South, rural South, and black belt coun¬ 
ties 50 percent black and over in investigating the hypothesis pertain¬ 
ing to the relationship between high rates of dependency among blacks 
and low civilian labor force participation. Civilian labor force par¬ 
ticipants and those not in the labor force among blacks are computed to 
determine the ratio of labor force blacks against those not in the 
civilian labor force in the 16 years and over age category. Also, 
civilian labor force data are presented to show labor force participation 
and unemployment rates by sex for blacks in the United States, South, 
urban South, rural South, and black belt counties 50 percent black and 
over. 
Persons not in the civilian labor force are those 16 years of age 
and over who are not classified as members of the civilian labor force, 
21 
including persons doing incidental unpaid work on a family farm or busi¬ 
ness . 
Unemployment rate represents the number of those seeking but not 
yet obtaining work as a percent of the total civilian labor force, 16 
years of age and older. 
Poverty status represents the portion of the total black population 
which reports income below $4,000. 
Families with black female heads represent those where females are 
head of the household and where there is no spouse of head present. 
Husband-wife families represents those black families where the 
black male head and his wife are enumerated as members of the same 
household. 
Black female headed households are compared with black male headed 
households in testing the fourth hypothesis in order to ascertain the 
percent of impoverished households headed by both sexes for the United 
States, South, urban South, rural South, and black belt counties 50 
percent black or more. 
These data are cross tabulated to show the total number of black 
families living below the poverty level by percent and to cite further 
similarities and differences existing between the total number of black 
families headed by black females in contrast to those headed by black 
males living below poverty. 
Data Sources 
Data are collected from the United States Census Population of 1970 
on General Social and Economic Characteristics from the following series 
22 
and tables: 
(a) The PC (1)-1C series from the United States Summary on Tables 
85 and 90; Individual States volumes in PC (1)-C series; 
Tables 53, 126, 48, 53, 26, and 126 on the subject of Civilian 
Labor Force. 
(b) The PC (1)-1A, United States Summary series, from Table 95; 
Individual State volumes in the PC (1)-C series, Tables 58, 
and 128 on the subject of Poverty. 
(c) The PC (1)-B series; United States Summary, Tables 52 and 57; 
Individual State volumes in PC (1)-B series Table 25 on the 
subject of Age and Sex Composition. 
(d) The PC (1)-B series; Individual State volumes Tables 17, 27, 
31, PC (1)-A series; number of inhabitants Table 10 on the 
subject of Southern Black Belt Counties Composition By Color 
and Residency. 
The census data are tabulated in table form through which the four 
hypotheses are tested. The following chapter reports on the analysis 
of data pertaining to the four hypotheses. 
CHAPTER IV 
DATA ANALYSIS 
This chapter examines the four hypotheses presented in Chapter III 
based on 1970 census data. However, the first discussion of this chapter 
is alloted to racial composition. 
Racial Composition of Southern Black Belt Counties 
Among the ninety-seven black belt counties, there are approximately 
1.7 million inhabitants. Of this population, there are 982,000 blacks. 
Therefore, roughly 59 percent of these counties are predominately black. 
(See Table 1). 
Approximately 757,000 blacks residing in black belt counties are 
rural while only approximately 220 thousand are urban. Therefore, black 
belt counties are predominately rural by a margin of two to one. Of the 
urban population within black belt counties according to 1970 census 
data, less than one half are living in urban areas. 
The rural black population in black belt counties is greater than 
the urban segment. The rural, coupled with the non-metropolitan black 
population, supports the fact that black belt counties are both rural 
and black. 
It is well known that during the 1960 and 1970 decades many blacks 
migrated from the South and particularly black belt counties thereby 
leading to a decline of the black population. Therefore, the effects of 
high rates of out migration are examined in the foregoing hypotheses. 
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Hypothesis 1; The dependency ratio of Southern black belt counties 
among both the aged and youth population is higher than ratios of the 
United States. South, urban South and rural South 
According to the first hypothesis, the dependency ratio is higher 
in black belt counties and other related Southern regions than in any 
areas including the United States and entire South. Apart from the 
hypothesis, it is apparent that even undeveloped areas such as Africa, 
Southeast Asia, and South America, are experiencing lower dependency 
ratios than are Southern black belt counties. A comparison of Table 2 
and Table 3 shows evidence of the above phenomena. However, the data of 
Table 2 are for 1960 whereby 1970 data are presented in Table 3. 
Table 2 indicates that the dependency ratio in Africa, Latin 
America and Asia are approximately 118. The world dependency ratio 
stands at 103 according to 1960 data. Table 3 indicates that the South¬ 
ern black regions in and outside black belt counties are experiencing 
higher dependency ratios than the entire world. 
There is a tendency for the dependency ratio trends to increase 
from one region to another as shown in Table 3. For example, the United 
States dependency ratio of 96.1 percent is the lowest in contrast to the 
South, rural South, and black belt counties. The South's dependency 
ratio exceeds the national ratio at 108 percent, followed by the rural 
South with still a higher dependency ratio of 123.5 percent. Meanwhile, 
the urban South ratio stands at 98.8 percent. Moreover, the highest 
dependency ratio of blacks exist in black belt counties with a total of 
131 percent. 
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The United States dependency ratio among black youths is 82.6 per¬ 
cent, whereas the black aged ratio stands at 13.5 percent for the nation 
as a whole. However, the South's black aged and youth dependency ratio 
continues to surpass the country's ratio at 17.1 percent for the former 
and 91.8 percent for the latter. Meanwhile, the rural South's ratio 
totals to 19.4 percent for the aged and 102 percent for the youth while 
the urban South's ratio stands at 16.1 for the aged and 82.8 for the 
youth. Nevertheless, black belt counties maintain the highest dependency 
ratio at 108.4 percent for the youth and 22.7 percent for the aged pop¬ 
ulation. Therefore, the initial hypothesis is supported according to 
data shown in Tables 2 and 3. 
Hypothesis 2: Black belt counties 50 percent black and over have a 
higher sex ratio than the United States. South, urban South and rural 
South 
number of males v inn n 
Sex ratio - number o£ females 
The sex ratio of the United States totals to 91.0. Like the United 
States, the South and the urban South also has a sex ratio of 91.0. 
However, the rural South is experiencing a sex ratio of 96.0 while black 
belt counties only composite a sex ratio of 92.0. Therefore, the rural 
South has a higher sex ratio than any other area mentioned in this sec¬ 
tion. Thus, the initial hypothesis which indicates the black belt coun¬ 
ties as having the highest sex ratio is rejected. 
Hypothesis 3: High dependency ratios within Southern black belt coun¬ 
ties are related to lower rates of labor force participation among 
blacks 16 years of age and older. These ratios related to lower rates 
26 
of labor force participation are lower within the United States, South, 
urban South and rural South 
A popular notion holds that dependency within a given population is 
characteristic of the age structure of that population. However, age 
structure is not the only important variable used in measuring dependency 
of a given population. Therefore, for further specific purposes of this 
study, dependency initiated by a second major variable, namely labor 
force participation, is investigated according to ages 16 and over. 
Table 4 presents data on civilian labor force for the United States, the 
South and black belt counties. 
According to Table 4, 74.9 percent of the overall black population 
of the United States are absent from the labor force. These blacks, 
ranging from 16 years of age and over, includes both the productive 16 
to 24 age bracket and the non-productive 65 and over. 
Another and even higher proportion of blacks in the 16 years and 
over age category of non-labor force participants are found in the South 
at 87.4 percent. Note, that this proportion is much higher than the 
nation's total. (See Table 4). 
Still another high proportion of black non-labor force participants 
are found among urban areas in the South. However, it's proportion of 
black non-labor force participants are a bit lower than the South's but 
a trifle higher than the United States. (See Table 4). 
Moving from the urban South to the rural South, a drastic increase 
of black non-labor force participants occurs. A 100.8 percent non-labor 
force participation ratio exist in the rural South. This proportion is 
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ridiculously higher than any of the other aforementioned areas. 
Moreover, the most striking but not surprising change in black non¬ 
labor force participation occurs within black belt counties 50 percent 
black and over with a ratio of 117.9 percent absentees from the labor 
force. 
Therefore, in light of these data, dependency among blacks are not 
only highest in black belt counties 50 percent black and over, but rather 
it is high throughout the entire country as well. In addition, low 
labor force participation rates seems to prevail within the areas cited 
in Table 4. 
Table 5 presents data showing that there is a higher percentage of 
black males over females appearing in the labor force within the United 
States. In addition, the unemployment ratio of black males is somewhat 
lower than that of the black female population. The black male popula¬ 
tion composes 69.0 percent of the nation's total black labor force while 
black females consist of only 47.4 percent of the national labor force. 
Furthermore, the nation is experiencing a 6.3 percent unemployment ratio 
among black males while the black female unemployment ratio stands at 
7.7 percent. 
Thus, unemployment is higher among black females than males within 
the United States. 
In contrast to the United States the South's unemployment rate 
among black males is surprisingly similar to the nation's ratio. 
Approximately 1.0 percent difference exist between the national and the 
Southern unemployment ratio. (See Table 5). Meanwhile, an approximation 
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of 4.0 percent difference exist among black male labor force participants 
between the United States and the South which has a 65.3 percent black 
male labor force participation ratio. 
These same results appear for black females. For example, there is 
also a 4.0 percent difference existing between black Southern female 
labor force participation ratio from the nation's ratio, as shown in 
Table 5. In addition, by comparing the nation's ratio to the South's 
ratio of black female unemployment, the South's ratio is 1.0 percent 
higher. (See Table 5). 
An analysis of the urban South illustrates its ratio of black male 
labor force participation as being more closely related to the nation's 
ratio than the South's. For example, among black males residing in the 
urban South there is a 66.9 labor force participation ratio to the 
nation's 69.0 ratio; whereas the South lags behind with a 65.3 percent 
labor force participation ratio. 
The same trend holds true for the unemployment ratio among black 
males in the urban South. A 5 .5 percent unemployment ratio for black 
males exist in the urban South to a 6.3 percent ratio for the nation. 
Trailing behind is the South which only composes a 5.4 percent employment 
ratio among black males. 
Almost identical ratios exist among black females within the labor 
force for the United States at 47.4 percent in comparison to the urban 
South at 47.6 percent. An interesting analysis ascertained from Table 5 
shows that labor force participation among black females for the urban 
South is higher than the nation's total. A further inference shows that 
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the unemployment ratio for black females is 1.0 percent higher in the 
urban South over the rural South. (See Table 5). 
The labor force participation ratio among black males in the rural 
South is somewhat analogous to the urban South in that it is higher than 
the South's ratio and lower than the nation's ratio. However, unlike 
the United States, the South and the rural South is facing a lower un¬ 
employment ratio at 5.3 percent. (See Table 5). 
A drastic change occurs among black females within the rural South's 
labor force. Only 37.6 percent of the black female population appears 
in the rural South labor force in comparison to the South, United States, 
and urban South. (See Table 5). An astonishing 10.1 percent unemploy¬ 
ment ratio exist among black females within the rural South. 
An enumeration of 58.7 percent ratio of black males within black 
belt counties over 50 percent black, appears in the labor force. This 
enumeration is a great deal smaller than the United States' ratio, the 
South's ratio and the urban South's ratio along with the rural South. 
(See Table 5). A further inference shows that the unemployment ratio 
reaches 6.9 percent for black males in these counties. This ratio is 
higher than any of the other aforementioned areas. 
Among black females, 35.0 percent of them appear in the labor force 
within these counties. This ratio is lower than any of the other areas 
shown in Table 5. Meanwhile, the unemployment ratio of black females 
stand at 12.4 percent higher than the nation's and the other individual 
Southern areas total. 
Since a higher proportion of unemployment and a lesser proportion 
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of labor force participation occur among both black males and females 
inside black belt counties over 50 percent black than in any other area 
throughout the United States, it is evident that poverty is raging there 
by causing a preponderance of welfare recipients to exist within these 
counties. 
In order to supplement an earlier elaboration on labor force par¬ 
ticipation for black males, Table 6 allots data showing differences 
between black males ranging from ages 16 to 64 to that of the older 
black male population from the 65 and over age bracket. These data are 
subdivided by percent into the following areas; The United States, South 
urban South, rural South and black belt counties that are 50 percent 
black and over. 
The national labor force participation ratio for black males 16 to 
64 within the United States in contrast to the other areas is 74.5 per¬ 
cent and for black males 65 and over, 23.5 percent. Meanwhile, the 
South’s overall labor force participation ratio for both age aggregates 
are slightly smaller than the nation's. (See Table 6). However, the 
urban South experience a slight rise over the South's black labor force 
participation ratio at 73.9 percent for the 16 to 64 age bracket while 
the black aged aggregate witnesses very little change at 22.7 percent 
apart from the South's total of 22.2 percent. 
A major black labor force drop occurs within the 16-64 age bracket 
within the rural South at 70.3 percent in contrast to the older black 
age aggregate where there is only approximately a 1.0 percent decrease. 
(See Table 6). Therefore, the rural South is experiencing a phenomenal 
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loss among black males within the labor force in contrast to other South¬ 
ern areas and the United States. 
Meanwhile, the elderly blacks within the 65 and older age bracket 
experience a 21.8 percent labor force participation ratio which is iden¬ 
tical to the rural South and also which follows the declining trend of 
labor force participation from region to region. (See Table 6). 
Perhaps the most bewildering phenomenon and certainly the most 
drastic labor force participation declination occurs in black belt coun¬ 
ties 50 percent black and over. Only 66.0 percent males between ages 
16 to 64 are on the labor force. Such tremendous loss of labor force 
participation in retrospect to the other areas indicates that a huge 
proportion of black males within black belt counties over 50 percent 
black are absent from the labor force. Furthermore, these missing black 
males constitute the productive segpient of the population as is indi¬ 
cated by Table 2. Thusly, since labor force represents those employed 
and unemployed but looking for work, an interesting question is raised 
as to the whereabouts of the preponderance of black males from 16 to 64 
absent from the labor force. 
According to 1970 census data on general, social and economic char¬ 
acteristics only 7,544 black males are found in institutions. However, 
this small aggregate is only a very small part and parcel of the enormous 
missing number of black males within the 16 to 64 age bracket. A number 
of black male elderly are included in the institution enumeration as 
well. 
Aged blacks in black belt counties 50 percent black and over only 
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constitute 20.9 percent of the labor force. (See Table 6). This is to 
be expected because generally elderly persons regardless of color are 
either retired, institutionalized or permanently unemployed. 
Moreover, these data show that low levels of labor force participa¬ 
tion occurs among blacks in black belt counties than in any other area 
in the nation. 
Consequently, in the South and especially the rural South along with 
counties with black majorities, there are many more dependents than 
workers than in either the United States or the urban South. The condi¬ 
tion of high dependency inevitably perpetuates poverty. 
Hypothesis 4: Poverty is more prevalent in Southern black belt counties 
50 percent black and over in contrast to the United States, South, urban 
South and rural South. This phenomenon implicitly is related to the 
preponderance of female headed family structures in these counties as 
well as higher proportions of blacks 
Approximately 30 percent of the black families within the United 
States are impoverished. Also, 53.0 percent of these black families are 
female headed and only 21.1 percent are male headed. (See Table 7). 
Astonishingly enough, 48.8 percent of the black families that are female 
headed family structures are living in poverty. These data suggest that 
within the nation, the majority of the black female headed households 
are living in poverty. 
Furthermore, the South has even a greater number of black families 
living in poverty than does the entire nation. The number of black 
families female headed impoverished households increased to 65.2 percent 
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while black male headed impoverished households jumps to 35.6 percent. 
However, in contrast to the nation's total, the number of female headed 
black families decreases to 38.8 percent for the South. (See Table 7). 
The urban South experiences a 37.4 percent total number of poverty 
stricken black families. The urban South also has a lower number of 
female headed and male headed households found in impoverished condi¬ 
tions in contrast to the South and a higher impoverished status compared 
to the United States. However, the percentage of female headed impov¬ 
erished households within the urban South surpasses both the nation and 
the South at 49.4 percent. In fact, the urban South is characterized by 
having the greatest percentage of impoverished black female headed house¬ 
holds throughout the entire country. Also, according to Table 7, the 
urban South contains a higher percentage of female headed households in 
general at 29.6 percent in contrast to the other areas. 
The rural South claims a higher number of black families below 
poverty level, at 52.6 percent, a higher number of female headed impov¬ 
erished households at 71.0 percent and a higher number of male headed 
impoverished households at 47.8 percent. (See Table 7). Meanwhile, the 
rural South occupies the lowest number of female headed impoverished 
households at 28.1 percent in contrast to the United States, South, and 
urban South. The South contains the lowest percentage of overall female 
households at 20.8 percent. 
Although the rural South composes many more black impoverished 
female headed and male headed households than does the remainder of the 
country, black belt counties 50 percent black and over encompass the 
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majority of the deprived black families. For instance, these counties 
contain a predominance of the total number of impoverished black fam¬ 
ilies at 60.3 percent in contrast to the other areas. Also, a greater 
number of female headed and male headed families are impoverished within 
these counties than any of the other areas. (See Table 7). The only 
category not dominated by black belt counties 50 percent black and over 
in contrast to the other areas is that of the female headed category 
whereby only 31 percent of the black female headed households are 
present. 
These data suggest that female headed households within the black 
population consist of a great deal of poverty. Three out of four black 
female headed households are impoverished. The overwhelming increase in 
the proportion of families in poverty can certainly be attributed in 
part and parcel to high rates of dependency in all age brackets, age 
structure itself, lower rates of labor force participation among both 
black males and females that are productive and non-productive and 
higher rates of unemployment among those within the labor force. In 
addition, high rates of seasonal labor activity along with skilled and 
unskilled workers who are agrarian and non-agrarian, supplements the 
above factors. 
Perhaps the next best question to be answered is what effect does 
the above factors have in determining the future or destination of blacks 
living in the South's most intensified impoverished areas namely black 
belt counties, and rural Southern areas? Migration inevitably appears 
to be the most logical alternative. 
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TABLE 1 
COMPOSITION OF SOUTHERN BLACK BELT COUNTIES BY 






Total 1,677,650 13,632,921 15,310,571 
Urban 426,773 4,871,611 5,298,384 
Rural 1,250,877 8,761,310 10,012,187 
Non-Black 695,574 10,556,602 11,252,176 
Urban 201,971 3,679,324 3,881,295 
Rural 493,603 6,877,278 7,370,881 
Black 982,076 3,076,319 4,058,395 
Urban 224,802 1,192,287 1,417,089 
Rural 757,274 1,884,032 2,641,306 
Percent Urban 
Black 22.9 38.8 34.9 
Non-Black 29.0 34.9 34.5 
Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census. Census of Population, 1970. 
PC (1)-B Series, General Population Characteristics. Individual 
State Volumes, Tables 17, 27, 31; PC (1)-A Series, Number of 
Inhabitants. Table 10. 
’ifc 
Black Belt counties include 97 nonmetropolitan counties in Birginia, 
North and South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and 
Louisiana whose 1970 populations had a majority of blacks in that year. 
The "other nonmetropolitan" segment includes the balance of nonmetro¬ 
politan populations in those eight states. 
36 
TABLE 2 
ESTIMATED DEPENDENCY RATIOS FOR THE WORLD 
AND THE UNITED STATES POPULATION 
BY CONTINENTS, 1960 
Continent Total 
Dependency Ratio 
Youth Old Age 
World Total 103 94 9 
North America 86 68 18 
United States 91 73 18 
Latin America 118 110 8 
Europe 76 59 17 
Asia 114 108 6 
Africa 117 111 6 
Oceania 92 76 16 
U S.S.R. 85 74 11 
Source: United Nations. The Future Growth of World, Population Studies 
No. 28 (New York: United Nations, 1958). 
TABLE 3 
AGE STRUCTURE, SEX RATIO AND DEPENDENCY OF SOUTHERN RURAL BLACKS, SOUTHERN URBAN BLACKS, 
THE SOUTH, BLACK BELT COUNTIES AND THE UNITED STATES, 1970* 
Age United States South Urban South Rural South Black Belt 
Under 18 9,508,346 3,129,975 1,667,442 1,462,533 460,598 
18-64 11,513,189 3,409,155 2,014,356 1,394,799 425,011 
65 and over 1.558.754 583.420 323.525 259.895 96.467 
Total 22,580,289 7,122,550 4,005,323 3,117,227 982,076 
Dependency 
Ratios 
Youth 82.6 91.8 82.8 104.9 108.4 
Aged 13.5 17.1 16.1 18.6 22.7 
Total 96.1 108.9 98.8 123.5 131.1 
Sex Ratios 
Total 91.0 91.0 91.0 96.0 92.0 
Source: U. S. Census of Population: 1970, General Population Characteristics. PC (1)-1B United 
States Summary, Table 52; Individual state volumes in PC (1)-B series, Tables 20 and 35. 
*In this study the South includes Virginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana and Arkansas. 
TABLE 4 
LABOR FORCE; UNITED STATES BLACKS, SOUTHERN BLACKS AND THE BLACK BELT, 1970* 
United States South Urban South Rural South 
Black Belt 
50 Percent 
Population 13,834,470 4,268,790 2,472,063 1,814,127 570,527 
Labor Force (16 years + 7,911,578 2,277,608 1,374,168 903,440 261,817 
Employed 7,361,443 2,120,720 1,282,679 838,041 237,830 
Unemployed 550,435 156,888 91,489 65,399 23,987 
Not in Labor Force 5,922,892 1,990,582 1,079,895 910,686 308,710 
Ratio (Not in Labor 
Force / Labor Force 
X 100.0) 74.9 87.4 78.6 100.8 117.9 
Source: U. S. Census of Population. 1970: General Social and Economic Characteristics. PC (1)-1C, 
United States Summary, Table 90; Individual State Volumes in PC (1)-C Series, Tables 53 and 
126. 
Ail categories are exclusive of Armed Forces; South includes Virginia, North and South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas and Louisiana. 
TABLE 5 
BLACK UNEMPLOYMENT AND LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES OF THE POPULATION 16 YEARS OF AGE 
AND OLDER BY SEX; UNITED STATES, SOUTH, BLACK BELT, 1970* 
United States South Urban South Rural South 
Black Belt 
50 Percent 
Percent Male Population 16 + 
in Labor Force 69.0 65.3 66.9 66.3 58.7 
Percent Males Unemployed 6.3 5.4 5.5 5.3 6.9 
Percent Female Population 164- 
in Labor Force 47.4 43.5 47.6 37.6 35.0 
Percent Females Unemployed 7.7 8.7 8.0 10.1 12.4 
Source: U. S. Census of Population. 1970: General Social and Economic Characteristics. PC (1)-1C, 
United States Summary, Table 90; Individual State Volumes in PC (1)-C Series, Tables 53 and 
126. 
All categories are exclusive of Armed Forces; South includes Virginia, North and South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Louisiana. 
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TABLE 6 
LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES 
OF BLACK MALES, 1970 
Labor Force Participation 
Those 16 - 64 65 and older 
United States 74.5 23.5 
South 72.3 22.2 
Urbal 73.9 22.7 
Rural 70.3 21.8 
Black Belt 
50 Percent + 66.0 20.9 
Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census. U. S. Census of Population: 1970. 
General Social and Economie Characteristics. PC (1)-C1 United 
States Summary, Tables 85, 90: Individual state volumes in 
PC (1)-C Series, Tables 48, 53, 26, 126. 
TABLE 7 









50 Percent + 
Total Families 4,863,401 1,475,516 852,301 605,215 188,689 
Number Below Poverty 1,450,416 637,055 318,708 318,347 113,824 
Percent 29.8 43.2 37.4 52.6 60.3 
Female Headed Families 1,334,203 378,664 252,616 126,052 46,740 
Number Below Poverty 707,244 246,929 157,465 89,464 35,841 
Percent 53.0 65.2 62.3 71.0 76.7 
Male Headed Families 3,529,198 1,096,852 599,685 479,163 141,949 
Number Below Poverty 743,172 390,126 161,243 228,883 77,983 
Percent 21.1 35.6 26.9 47.8 54.9 
Percent Families Headed by Females 27.4 25.7 29.6 20.8 24.8 
Percent Poverty Families Headed 
Females 
By 
48.8 38.8 49.4 28.1 31.5 
Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census. U.S. Census of Population: 1970. General Social and Economic 
Characteristics. PC (1)-1C United States Summary, Table 95; Individual state volumes in PC 
(1)-C Series, Tables 58, 128. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
This thesis consisted of an investigation of the effects of high 
rates of out-migration within ninety-seven Southern black belt counties 
from eight Southern states. These states were Alabama, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Virginia. For specific purposes of this study four major hypotheses 
were tested in examining the effects of high out-migration which are 
listed below: 
(1) The dependency ratio of Southern black belt counties among 
both the aged and youth population is higher than ratios of 
the United States. South, urban South, and rural South. 
(2) Black belt counties 50 percent black and over have higher sex 
ratios than the United States. South, urban South, and rural 
South. 
(3) High dependency ratios within Southern black belt counties are 
related to lower rates of labor force participation among 
blacks 16 years of age and older. These ratios, related to 
lower rates of labor force participation, are lower within the 
United States. South, urban South, and rural South. 
(4) Poverty is more prevalent in Southern black belt counties 50 
percent black and over in contrast to the United States, South, 
urban South, and rural South. This phenomenon implicitly is 
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related to the preponderance of female headed family struc¬ 
tures in these counties as well as higher proportions of blacks. 
The findings ascertained as a result of testing these hypotheses 
were comparable to those of similiar studies which investigated the dis¬ 
persion of southern blacks due to high rates of out-migration. 
The first hypothesis indicated that black belt counties had a 
dependency ratio of 123.0 for the youth and 108.0 for the aged. These 
counties maintained higher dependency ratios in contrast to the United 
States, the South, the urban South, and the rural South. Therefore, the 
first hypothesis is supported. 
Meanwhile, the second hypothesis is rejected on the basis of the 
findings which were ascertained from census data for 1970. For example, 
in testing this hypothesis, it was discovered that the sex ratio was 
highest in rural Southern areas at 96 in contrast to the United States, 
South, urban South. 
* 
According to census data of 1970, the third hypothesis was sup¬ 
ported in that high dependency ratios were related to lower labor force 
participation among blacks 16 years of age and older, and they were 
indeed higher within black belt counties 50 percent black and over in 
contrast to the United States, South, urban South, and rural South. 
The fourth and final hypothesis was supported in that findings 
clearly show poverty to be more prevalent within Southern black belt 
counties 50 percent black and over. Also, Southern black belt counties 
constituted a preponderance of black families with female household 
heads living in poverty in contrast to the United States, South, urban 
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South, and rural South. 
Conclusion 
On the basis of the aforementioned hypotheses, high out-migration 
posed problems associated with high rates of dependency, poverty, and 
lower labor force participation within Southern black belt counties 50 
percent black and over in contrast to the United States, South, urban 
South, and rural South. 
In addition, clearly defined outcomes of this thesis suggest that 
out-migration is highly selective of better educated blacks, productive 
young blacks, black women in the childbearing age and black males who 
are farmers. 
Consequently though, there are other effects of out-migration which 
should be empirically investigated. For example, there is an implica¬ 
tion that many disabled and unhealthy blacks reside within Southern 
black belt counties experiencing high rates of out-migration and also 
the South at large. Another area which is worthy for further empirical 
study is that of fertility. If most of the young black women at child¬ 
bearing age continue to migrate then what future effect is this to have 
on the high fertility rates presently existing within these black belt 
counties and the South at large? These and many other areas should be 
subjected to empirical study for the purpose of discovering further 
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Bullock 9,681 7,974 1,707 -2,959 1,252 67.4 
Dallas 32,715 28,954 3,761 -9,230 5,469 52.2 
Greene 11,054 7,966 3,088 -4,663 1,575 74.8 
Hale 13,811 10,515 3,296 -5,734 2,438 66.1 
Lowndes 12,439 9,963 2,476 -4,958 2,482 77.2 
Macon 22,312 20,048 2,264 -4,230 1,966 80.1 
Marengo 16,834 13,030 3,804 -6,513 2,709 54.6 
Perry 11,415 8,917 2,498 -4,078 1,580 57.8 
Sumter 15,298 11,094 4,204 -6,267 2,063 65.3 
Wilcox 14,598 11,126 3,472 -5,890 2,418 68.2 
TOTAL 160,157 129,587 30,470 -54,522 24,052 
TABLE 8 (cont'd) 














Chicot 10,811 9,853 958 -2,914 1,956 54.6 
Phillips 25,445 21,799 3,646 -8,821 5,175 54.0 
Lee 12,834 10,953 1,881 -4,760 2,879 57.6 
TOTAL 49,088 42,605 6,483 -16,495 10,012 
VIRGINIA 
Brunswick 10,431 9,432 999 -2,119 1,120 58.2 
Caroline 6,688 7,210 522 -736 214 50.4 
Charles City 4,575 5,077 502 -398 104 73.7 
Greenville 8,874 7,533 1,341 -2,780 1,439 57.3 
King and Queens 3,130 2,834 296 -570 274 50.7 
Nansemond 24,492 22,700 1,792 -5,011 3,219 54.0 
Northampton 9,188 7,493 1,695 -2,837 1,142 51.5 
Southampton 15,659 13,547 2,112 -4,664 2,552 54.0 
TABLE 8 (cont'd) 














Surry 4,024 3,834 190 -749 559 65.2 
Sussex 8,225 7,231 994 -2,320 1,326 63.0 
TOTAL 95,286 86,891 8,395 -22,184 13,789 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Bertie 14,453 11,520 2,933 -5,007 2,074 56.1 
Gates 5,022 4,532 490 -1,167 677 53.1 
Hertford 13,400 12,723 677 -2,952 2,275 53.8 
Northampton 17,099 13,910 3,189 -5,953 2,764 57.8 
Warren 12,713 9,718 2,995 -4,373 1,378 58.9 
TOTAL 62,687 52,403 10,284 -19,452 9,168 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Allendale 7,184 5,829 1,355 -2,462 1,107 60.1 
Bamberg 9,087 8,734 353 -2,054 1,701 54.5 
TABLE 8 (cont'd) 















Calhoun 8,198 6,519 1,679 -2,927 1,248 60.4 
Clarendon 20,130 15,893 4,237 -8,285 4,048 62.0 
Edgefield 9,154 8,106 1,048 -2,754 1,706 51.6 
Fairfield 12,319 11,884 435 -3,299 2,864 59.4 
Jasper 7,618 6,790 828 -1,736 908 57.1 
Lee 14,373 10,967 3,406 -6,118 2,712 59.8 
McCormick 5,318 4,804 514 -1,414 900 60.3 
Marion 17,599 15,345 2,254 -4,782 2,528 50.5 
Orangeburg 41,192 38,404 2,788 -10,174 7,386 54.9 
Williamsburg 27,216 20,887 6,329 -11,382 5,054 60.9 
TOTAL 179,388 154,162 25,226 -57,388 32,162 
GEORGIA 
Baker 2,676 2,032 1,644 -1,094 450 51.8 
TABLE 8 (cont'd) 














Burke 13,685 11,008 2,677 -5,257 2,580 60.3 
Calhoun 4,779 4,062 717 -1,629 912 61.4 
Clay 2,837 2,253 584 -882 298 61.8 
Crawford 3,364 3,013 351 -1,118 767 52.4 
Dvoly 6,027 5,223 804 -1,939 1,135 50.1 
Greene 5,878 5,275 603 -1,518 915 51.5 
Hancock 7,461 6,607 854 -2,289 1,435 73.3 
Jefferson 9,882 7,586 2,296 -2,744 448 54.2 
McIntosh 3,690 3,890 200 -359 159 52.6 
Macon 8,299 7,864 435 -2,132 1,697 60.7 
Marion 3,291 2,649 642 -1,364 722 51.9 
Peach 8,138 9,080 950 -1,333 383 56.6 
Quitman 1,560 1,313 247 -587 340 60.1 
Randolph 6,887 4,857 2,030 -2,907 877 55.6 
TABLE 8 (cont'd) 














Stewart 5,208 4,224 984 -1,975 991 64.8 
Talbott 4,975 4,489 486 -1,181 695 67.6 
Taliafero 2,097 1,541 556 -850 294 63.6 
Terrell 8,209 6,847 1,362 -3,299 1,937 59.9 
Twiggs 4,771 4,618 153 -1,169 1,016 56.1 
Warren 4,609 3,892 717 -1,699 982 58.3 
Washington 10,801 9,382 1,419 -3,383 1,964 53.6 
Webster 2,075 1,379 696 -1,070 374 58.4 
TOTAL 131,191 113,091 18,100 -41,778 23,678 
MISSISSIPPI 
Amite 8,443 6,949 1,494 -2,924 1,430 50.4 
Bolivar 36,943 30,659 6,286 -6,286 890 61.4 
Carroll 6,500 4,782 1,718 -2,690 972 50.8 
Clairborne 8,245 7,550 695 -1,697 1,002 74.6 
TABLE 8 (cont'd) 














Copiah 14,059 12,451 1,608 -3,927 2,319 50.3 
Coahoma 31,582 26,215 5,367 -11,510 6,143 64.3 
Holmes 19,501 15,775 3,726 -6,824 3,098 68.1 
Humphries 13,335 9,512 3,823 -6,603 2,780 64.8 
Issaquena 2,400 1,704 699 -1,074 375 62.0 
Jefferson 7,653 6,999 654 -1,644 99 75.3 
Jefferson Davis 7,414 6,501 913 -1,873 960 50.2 
Kemper 7,449 5,745 1,704 -2,862 1,158 54.8 
Leflore 30,443 24,561 5,882 -12,270 6,388 57.9 
Madison 23,637 18,589 5,048 -9,717 4,669 62.4 
Marshall 17,239 14,926 2,313 -5,910 3,597 62.0 
Noxubee 12,102 9,444 2,658 -4,791 2,133 65.8 
Panola 16,226 13,768 2,458 -5,883 3,425 51.3 
Quitman 13,304 9,201 4,103 -7,112 3,009 57.4 
/ 
TABLE 8 (cont'd) 














Sharkey 7,491 5,812 1,679 -3,195 1,516 64.7 
Sunflower 31,020 23,428 7,592 -14,686 794 62.8 
Tallahtchie 15,501 11,681 3,820 -7,640 387 60.2 
Tunica 13,321 8,626 4,692 -7,650 2,958 72.7 
Washington 43,399 38,778 4,621 -12,766 8,145 54.5 
Wilkson 9,428 7,511 1,917 -3,318 1,401 67.6 
Yazoo 18,791 14,614 4,177 -7,165 2,988 53.4 
TOTAL 415,426 335,787 79,639 -160,918 81,279 
LOUISIANA 
Claiborne 9,761 8,513 5,963 -2,550 3,413 50.0 
De Soto 13,954 12,128 1,826 -3,967 2,141 53.2 
East Carrol 8,831 7,626 1,205 -2,692 1,487 58.7 
East Feleciana 10,914 9,385 1,529 -3,404 1,875 53.1 
Madison 10,677 9,178 1,507 -2,965 1,458 60.7 
TABLE 8 (cont'd) 














Ponte Coupee 12,054 11,096 958 -3,666 2,708 50.4 
St. Helena 5,086 5,637 551 -565 14 56.7 
Tensas 7,668 5,800 1,868 -2,871 1,003 59.3 
West Feleciana 8,198 7,536 662 -1,560 898 66.2 
TOTAL 87,143 76,891 10,252 -24,240 13,988 
GRAND TOTAL 991,417 1,180,368 188,951 -396,977 208,026 59.0 
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